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Yahav addresses the concern that machines are dominating our consciousness and 
coopting our sense of duration by way of montage in Christian Marclay’s film, The 
Clock (2010) (149). Ultimately, Yahav says we can find solace in the anthropocentric 
fact that these technologies and chronometry itself are mere “prop[s] for mediat-
ing a thoroughly human time” that will, because of narrative, always be human 
(152). However, although Yahav mentions we are “in an age of crisis,” there is no 
mention of the climatological crisis of our time and the doomsday clock that exists 
in our twenty-first century present (21). Anxieties for not just our human life, but 
also the end of species life remain. Yahav’s offers a brilliant close reading of Mar-
clay’s The Clock, which definitely addresses the problem of machine domination. 
And the “finiteness of human time” as it materializes through geological eras and 
catastrophe might be beyond the purview of the book’s argument (148). “And yet, 
. . . and yet,” to use a quote from Ricoeur that Yahav herself employs, one can’t 
help but wonder about these twenty-first century anxieties and forms of time in a 
coda that addresses a threat to the end of human time (20).

ERIN KRAMER, Trinity University

Kate Fullagar and Michael A. McDonnell, eds., Facing Empire: Indigenous 
Experiences in a Revolutionary Age (Baltimore, MD: John Hopkins Univ. Press, 
2018). Pp. 356: 7 b/w illus, 2 maps. $39.95 paper.

The global origins—and reverberations—of the Age of Revolutions have 
become widely accepted among scholars of the eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries. A recent exhibition at the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum 
of American History even argued that the American Revolution was a world war, 
just one piece of an international contest over territorial claims and commercial 
entanglements (“The American Revolution: A World War,” June 2018–July 2019). 
This global approach has placed individual uprisings within a broader context of 
imperial struggle and the long shadow of slavery, which has deepened our under-
standing of liberty and sovereignty in an age of unfreedom, not to mention the 
growth of modern capitalism and the nation state. Historians have considered 
global revolutions from above and below and across and between international 
borders, yet Indigenous peoples are so often sidelined in histories that examine the 
simultaneous spread of empire and revolt. Weren’t they also instrumental in the 
making of and resistance to global empires?

The editors of Facing Empire: Indigenous Experiences in a Revolutionary 
Age, Kate Fullagar and Michael A. McDonnell, have sought to flip the historical 
vantage point from which we view the Age of Revolutions, encouraging us to see 
the international contests for empire from Indigenous perspectives. The collected 
essays work in concert to display what revolution meant to Indigenous communities 
as they faced new challenges from British expansion. Together, the volume’s authors 
demonstrate that the British empire did not look the same in Michilimackinac as 
it did at the Cape of Good Hope because the Indigenous peoples who lived there 
defined the empire’s shape and its unfolding over time. They forged the pathways 
that the British followed, they maneuvered alliances and trade networks to protect 
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their communities. They participated in Christian missions, for example, because 
the Church Missionary Society’s evangelist improvement message promised to 
ease the potato-induced political transformations of te ao Māori. Across the globe, 
Indigenous peoples determined the course of empire and were key historical actors 
in the international drama of revolution.

The volume’s title, underscored with a forward by Daniel K. Richter, will 
feel familiar to scholars of Native American and Indigenous history. Centering 
Indigenous experiences in imperial study is indeed an established—and neces-
sary—methodology. Several of Facing Empire’s collected essays revisit earlier 
studies, reminding readers that many of the book’s key arguments have been 
made before. Nonetheless, these reprisals significantly contribute to the volume as 
a whole, bringing new material into dialogue with classic research. The authors 
further benefit from decades of scholarship built from foundational works such 
as Richter’s Facing East from Indian Country (2001) or Colin G. Calloway’s The 
American Revolution in Indian Country: Crisis and Diversity in Native American 
Communities (1995). They deeply situate their subjects within Indigenous cultural 
and socio-political contexts, taking the reader into the kinship networks, imperial 
rivalries, and contested geographies that shaped historical decision-making. The 
authors’ diverse approaches—environmental, religious, political, biographical, 
economic—recreate Indigenous presence at the sites of imperial expansion. Fullagar 
and McDonnell have thoughtfully curated these texts to offer fresh insight into 
familiar encounters, and each of the book’s three sections provides a new way of 
seeing empire through the contrasts and intersections of disparate peoples across 
vast distances.

Facing Empire’s great achievement is this vastness, the seriousness with 
which Fullagar and McDonnell take the global approach to the Age of Revolutions. 
Aboriginal Australian fire-stick farming, when considered alongside Fante elites in 
West Africa, the “Indigenously managed” (92) environments of Samoa and Tahiti, 
or lascar revolts aboard ships in the Persian Gulf, becomes part of a larger story of 
what Fullagar and McDonnell term “pathways.” The Indigenous practices, beliefs, 
and responses to encounter that forced British imperialists to travel local roads 
in turn contributed to the global transformations of the imperial age. The com-
monalities across these diverse spaces are perhaps most striking of all; the essays 
together demonstrate the wide applicability of concepts such as “entanglement” 
and Indigenous peoples’ profound influences on the revolutions that birthed the 
modern era. Many of the essays could stand alone as easily-digestible kernels of 
Indigenous-centered history for an undergraduate course, but the text is best con-
sumed as a whole, where its real comparative work can inspire new approaches to 
the study of revolution, Indigeneity, and empire. An international lens has sharp-
ened our vision of the Age of Revolutions, and this volume demonstrates that the 
world’s many Indigenous peoples belong in that vision, as well, as both an addition 
to timeworn narratives but also as a corrective to the centrality with which we 
continue to regard European empires. As Kate Fullagar reflects in her essay about 
Indigenous travelers to Britain, the notion that a visit to the seat of empire was not 
the most important event in these travelers’ lives, “puts the historian of empire in 
a little-experienced position of marginality; it makes the historian of empire start 
to question the parameters of her field” (241). Rather than being unwieldy in its 
international expanse, Facing Empire provides layers of new meaning to stories 
we mistakenly thought, by this point, were well understood.


